
 
Flying VFR Abroad 

 

(continued overleaf) 

Note: This is not a checklist, nor a list of Standard Operating Procedures, but rather a reminder of a 

few things to help you plan international or “long-haul” VFR flights efficiently. 

1. Basics 
❑ Find a suitable destination aerodrome. Think about runway length, ground accessibility if you 

need to go out, hours of operations, fuel availability 

❑ You can use http://gc.kls2.com to have a first rough idea of the distance between your 

departure and destination aerodromes. Don’t forget to change the path distance unit to NM 

(default is Statute miles) 

❑ Draw a first line between departure and destination. Check that you are not going to fly 

through restricted, prohibited or class A airspace.  

❑ If you need to circumnavigate, adjust you route accordingly and refine your path until you 

reach your final route 

❑ List all controlled / TMZ / RMZ that you will be crossing 

❑ List all uncontrolled airfields in the vicinity of your route 

❑ List all FIRs that you will be crossing 

❑ List all countries you will be crossing 

2. Read 
❑ One by one, consult the AIP of each country that you are crossing. For Europe, AIPs are 

available from Eurocontrol at https://www.ead.eurocontrol.int/. Other publications, such as 

VFR manuals (for smaller aerodromes) may be available only on the websites of local ANSPs. 

❑ Under GEN 1.7, you will find the differences between ICAO regulations and local regulations. 

Read and make sure you understand everything that applies to your flight. 

❑ With your list of airspaces and FIRs, go to ENR 2.1 and write down, for each airspace and each 

FIR, the frequency of the ATS unit that controls or provides FIS in the airspace in question. 

Don’t forget to find out what languages can be used on each frequency! Take the list with you 

❑ Take the telephone numbers of the AROs of all the FIRs you are crossing and save them in the 

memory of your phone.  

❑ Take a look at the aerodromes around your route that you may use in case of diversion. 

❑ Make a comprehensive list of frequencies: on one page, list chronologically whom to contact 

if your flight goes as scheduled, on another, a small alphabetical list of stations around your 

route “just in case” – aerodromes, more FICs if you have to avoid weather… 

❑ Look up the aerodrome charts of your ADEP, ADES and alternate(s). Write down the 

frequencies (don’t forget to look which languages are in use) and look up if the use of a 

handler/FBO is available or required. If so, look up the handling companies on the Internet to 

check for opening times, fees… 

3. Formalities 
❑ If you are leaving the EU or the Schengen area, make sure to comply with immigration and 

customs regulations, de-taxing of fuel, aircraft entry/exit... 

❑ Now is a good time to contact your passengers to remind them once more that they need an 

ID/passport to come fly with you 

❑ Make sure all your personal paperwork is in order and valid: ID/Passport, airport badge, 

medical certificate, license, ratings, currency requirements (if you carry passengers, check 

your number of landings), log book, radiotelephony privilege certificate. Put in your flight bag. 

❑ Keeping your license on yourself (in a shirt pocket, e.g.) is always a good idea 

http://gc.kls2.com/
https://www.ead.eurocontrol.int/


 
 

 

4. Prepare your navigation 
❑ Even if you are using a computer/tablet app to fly, make sure you have a backup  

❑ Prepare charts  

❑ Navigation log  

❑ Fuel calculations  

❑ Mass and balance – check the actual figures on the certificate of airworthiness 

❑ Review the aircraft performance with your actual weight: take off roll, climb, cruise 

performance, landing distance 

❑ Take a pre-flight briefing from the ANSP/official Meteorological service found in each AIP - 

GEN 3.1 Aeronautical Information Services and GEN 3.5 Meteorological Services. A 

comprehensive list can be found here: https://www.eurocontrol.int/articles/ais-online 

❑ Print the pre-flight briefing and analyze the NOTAMs, make sure that the airspace you intend 

to use is open, that aerodromes are open (be careful of national holidays/bank holidays that 

may be different where you are going) 

❑ Gather all your documents together in a small bundle in case of CAA inspection, and put it in 

your flight bag, within easy reach 

5. Aircraft 
❑ Make sure you have all the aircraft papers, certificate of registration, airworthiness, insurance 

6. Flight plan 
❑ Fill in the flight plan form. If you are flying across FIR boundaries, don’t forget to indicate the 

FIR boundary crossing EETs in field 18, e.g. EET/LKAA0027 EDMM0133 etc. Check out 

https://www.eurocontrol.int/publication/flight-information-region-firuir-charts-2021 for the 

FIRs in Europe. Make sure to find the up-to-date charts. 

❑ Unless you have access to an interactive system, confirm by telephone with the relevant ARO 

that the flight plan was received and accepted 

7. Before going out to the aircraft 
❑ Take a 5-minute break, and go through a quick but honest self-assessment. Do you feel ok? 

Are you honestly fit to fly? Aren’t you leaving in a hurry? Any doubt is a red flag. If any arises, 

ask a friend, an instructor, call, reach out to someone knowledgeable. 

❑ Gather your passengers, explain that you are ready to go, and make sure no bathroom breaks 

are needed, explain the airport security measures, hand out hi-vis jackets, headsets, sickness 

motion baggies… 

8. After departure 
❑ If you have departed from an uncontrolled aerodrome, don’t forget to activate your flight plan 

with the local Flight Information Service 

9. After landing 
❑ Immediately after engine shutdown, please close your flight plan by telephone with the local 

ARO if you landed at an uncontrolled AD (on a controlled AD, the kind ATC will do it for you). 

Check with whom and within what timeframe you have to do it. Easy enough, if you went 

through all these recommendations, the numbers are saved in your phone memory 😊 

Enjoy your flight! 
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